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DECISION AND ORDER 

DOCKET NO. GEI4040360 

Stacy A. Mitchell, Esq., Cozen O'Connor, P.C. on behalf of Petitioner, South Jersey Gas 
Company 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, Division of Rate Counsel 

BY THE BOARD: 

South Jersey Gas Company ("SJG~ or ucompany"), a regulated utility subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Board of Public Utilities ("Board"), is a corporation duly organized under the laws of the 
State of New Jersey engaged in the business of transmission and distribution of natural gas to 
approximately 360,000 customers within its service territory. 

SJG currently provides natural gas service within the Borough of Lindenwold ("Borough") to 
approximately 3,798 residential, 333 commercial and four (4) industrial customers. The 
Company's consent to use the streets within the Borough for the provision of gas service 
expired on September 11, 1997.1 On November 6, 2013, the Borough adopted Ordinance No. 
1349, by which it renewed its consent and granted SJG continued permission to lay and 
construct its pipes and mains and related appurtenances and facilities within the streets, alleys, 
squares and public places within the Borough for a period of fifty (50) years. By letter dated 
February 10, 2014, the Company accepted and agreed to the terms of the consent. Copies of 
the Ordinance and the letter of acceptance are attached to this Order as Exhibits "A" and "8," 
respectively. 

On April 15, 2014, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5, SJG filed a petition 
requesting that this Board give its approval to the consent adopted by the Borough. As required 

1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term. This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal 
actions it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law. The 
Board has been assured that pending review of its petition, SJG has continued to provide service to its 
customers within the Borough in an uninterrupted manner. 



by law and after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on June 26, 2014, before William 
Agee, Esq., the Board's duly appointed Hearing Examiner. Appearances were made on behalf 
of the Company, the Division of Rate Counsel ("Rate Counsel") and Board Staff. No other party 
participated in the hearing or filed any written submission with the Board related to this 
proceeding. 

At hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and presented 
the testimony of Joseph Schneider, its General Manager of System Engineering and Planning. 
According to Mr. Schneider's testimony, SJG anticipates growth in its defined service territory to 
be approximately one (1) percent annually for the next three (3) to five (5) years. According to 
the Company, it has the capacity to ensure continuation of its natural gas service and does not 
foresee any concerns regarding its ability to meet the existing and future demands of the 
Borough. 

Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated August 11, 2014, indicated that it 
does not object to the Company's petition, and noted that the term of the municipal consent 
related to the use of streets is limited to fifty (50) years. However, Rate Counsel requests that 
approval of the petition include certain restrictions which are incorporated into this order. 

Following its receipt of Rate Counsel's comments, SJG filed correspondence with the Board on 
August 12, 2014 indicating that it had no additional comments. 

After a full review of the entire record, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the municipal consent for 
use of the streets, which is the subject of this matter, is necessary and proper for the public 
convenience and properly conserves the public interest, and that SJG has the ability to provide 
safe, adequate and proper service. The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the 
necessary experience, financial capability, capacity and facilities in the Borough to continue to 
provide adequate and appropriate service to its existing customers as well as expected future 
customers, and that the fifty (50) year duration of the municipal consent to use the streets is 
consistent with N.J.SA 48:3-15. Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.SA 48:2-14, 
HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to SJG by the Borough for the continued use of its 
public streets for a period of fifty (50) years for the provision of gas service in the Borough. 

The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 

1. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes 
whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter 
to be owned by SJG. 

2. This Order shall not effect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this 
Board of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to 
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or 
in any other matters affecting SJG. 

3. In an appropriate subsequent proceeding, SJG shall have the burden of 
demonstrating whether, and to what extent, any of the costs associated with this 
petition shall be allocated to ratepayers. 

4. The rates for service to the Company's customers in the Borough shall continue 
to be those set out in the Company's current tariff approved by and on file with 
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the Board. These rates shall remain in effect until otherwise approved by the 
Board. 

5. Approval of this municipal consent does not constitute Board approval of any 
costs or expenses associated with this petition. Any determination as to the 
appropriateness or reasonableness of the costs and expenses related to the 
franchise, including but not limited to, cost of construction, contributions in aid of 
construction, depreciation on contributed plant, the cost of connection, or any 
related capital improvements, and the allocation of such costs and expenses, 
shall be made in an appropriate subsequent proceeding. 

6. The term of the municipal consent as to the right to provide service is not limited 
by this Order and shall be effective as previously granted by the Borough. 

This Order shall be effective as of October 10, 2014. 

DATED: 

ATTESTt~1r 
KRISTIIZZO 
SECRETARY 
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BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

M RY- NA HOLDEN 
C MMISSIONER 
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South Jersey Gas Company: 

Stacy A. Mitchell, Esq. 
Cozen O'Connor, P.C 
457 Haddonfield Road, Suite 300 
Post Office Box 5459 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002 
smllchell@cozen com 

John F. Stanziola 
Director, Regulatory Affairs 
South Jersey Gas Company 
One South Jersey Plaza 
Route 54 
Folsom, NJ 08037 
j stan zi o Ia {W,sj 1n dust nes. com 

Gina Merritt-Epps, Esq. 
South Jersey Gas Company 
One South Jersey Plaza 
Route 54 
Folsom, NJ 08037 
~Jmerntt@s j indus tnes _com 

Abbey Greenberg 
Public Affairs Specialist
Government and Regulatory Affairs 
South Jersey Gas Company 
One South Jersey Plaza 
Route 54 
Folsom, NJ 08037 
Igreenberg@.SJindustries com 

Babette Tenzer, DAG 
Division of Law 
124 Halsey Street 
Post Office Box 45029 
Newark, NJ 07101-45029 
b:;~bette tenzendldollps sl:::lte.nJ.US 

SERVICE LIST 

Board of Public Utilities: 

Board of Public Utilities 
Division of Energy 
44 South Clinton Avenue, gth Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 

Jerome May, Director 
:erome.maylWbpu.state.nl us 

John Masiello 
!Ohn.masiello((D,bpu state.n1 us 

Megan Lupo, Esq. 
megan.lupo@bpu.state n1 us 

Rate Counsel: 

Division of Rate Counsel 
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140 East Front Street, 4th Floor 
Post Office Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0003 

Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director 
sbrand@roa state.nj.us 

Felicia Thomas-Friel, Esq. 
fthomas@rpa state .n1. us 

Brian Lipman, Litigation Manager 
'11lQrrlan@rpa.state.nl us 

Henry Ogden, Esq. 
~~_agdenr.W.rpa state nJ us 
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J!WIN/Il>:Cl!SO. IH!t 
AN<JRO/SA.''<CI! A\liiND1.'<1(.1 CHAI'!T!It !Ill <JRANnNG 

HEJ•.;r·V.!':D CONSI'..'I"f ,\..'10 I'ERM!SS!ON TO OO"J"111 ;ERSEY GAS 
COMI'ANY TO USE "!liE 1"\.:!lUCS"TitEETli \U l'U!tl'!Sll ~I..I.S f'C!I. 

L,GHT, HEI\T .\l-I!J PO'IIER !N Ul'<""DESWOLD 

1\!il'.lU'.AS. S<>ul~ J<IK)' Gu C<C"·p>ny, 1 ''"'F""IIO' o( 1bo S::rl: al Ntw lofl<y, 
p<m1<l<>notur.tl gl' ••ril<X 1u UNDENWOLD pu,.,..n/1<> l~o "'·'''""'f&l =•a firs! r,un~oJ 
!•> ;.o>>lll !<"'Y Gl1 C~"'''""f In Ozp<tt l~l 2S: :u>d 

Wi!ElU'AS. ~~lll<«q GL<l'~..tny I!".>W "''~·l'".>at>l'l !0 ~l.S..6. ·18 3·1~. :ho 
~ ~"'ot d U/'<1ll-~>iWOLD 1<.> r•cew L~op<cr 1~1·~5 >ppl•-~hl.:r,>lhe ""' o/11><: >II« II 1~ 
L!NDENWOI.D hy l<l"''tint tt< (~.:,~_.,., Ordtr .. n.-c: 

NOW, Tilt;Rl!fORE. fiE IT ORD,\lNEO ''Y \IAY<:R ,\NO< "Ol!NQt of ·~e 
!loro-~g)l cf UND&~WOU>, C:C...~ty~fno:t•o >od S1>t< o/ Nowi'""'Y u loll"""'' 

S.~llon 1. Tho I o«lusi.-. =OM •td po::rmil>'<>n '' h<10hy rtoe·~cd o<:;lgtU:I<d "<>~"Ill hn~y 
Gu Co"'P"RY "' lly •nJ rontt<OC1 los ptp<tln.l nuim tltll rcl>lli! •i'l"•l1<na~t<t >nd be<bn<l 
"'l!l:n 1t>c lltm.._ >li<y1. sqollto ;u~d pJbtio pb= ""'~iu Ul'IOENWOLO b lho rru=r 
pu:•cnb<d br .tiJ..U 4S 9-ll • ..-d r.l•j<C: <o """<'!<Wlti<~OI><I<l:J L'lljlO<.'d by<mil"""""' II! 
''"')"I<MW"tlb ""'!'<C1 \<lib: opo:.rli"g -1 <tt«IO wl ro~llo e!•=. ~.bj<<ll m 'PI''""' cf "'"" 
'o•= ood ~·n:U~un ~Y •ho il<•orJ o: i't!~Toc t:"hiJ<.i. 

'<<'liot>1. 11;10 w""'tll" gr>n«d lor t!>< cn<o< ~...,g<>ph>ul "" ct U!lUI'NWOI.D "A 
·~l<d 10 ll>c l>c\IJ"oJI11co af UN!W.'-"WOLD 1rnl >.• .. ~! '""'~"' •n ,(fool !~r >,'<<i<<l o/ folly :~ll) 
1 o&n lmm tlla ~'" ;,/fir..tl >d<JpGun cl ,r,, Or~"'>ncc 
5:~""" ). :1 "'',.cu.,, >U~><·1·""· \<n'"'""'• .. h-"' phtnc d •hi> Grilio.o:oa:"' fur ony 
''"''""',<;\d by ·~j (""'-"~ ;! '""~'""' i·-ti.d,<:!;OO I(J l-o = .. ·~•li<>•>l 01 "~ .. ltd. ···ell 
k<<lion •ball ;,ot .tl!e<tlllt ''""""'"g I"'""""' "'' Jh" Od!n.o~ct 

Sw.w~ 4. n,. Od•tw>o:.e •l=>:l<olo elf<< I i••ur.eo1ot<l~ opo~ F"W"ft.l'">blkMioo, r:n>l "'"'~" 
.n 1ho '""'""" l'"'""'b<d by to,,...,J •=pl>noo hy»>lhJer><:~ Gu C""'J'l"Y· 
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6V 
South Jersey Gas 

Gina Metr!lt-Eppv, E~>q. 
Office of Goooral Counsol and Corporate S~reiary 
Uer.~ra! Ccuns61 Md CCr,:wra/(1 St'Cilllll')' 

DcOOrnh JuckSI.m, RMC. Borough Ckrk 
Borough oil.indcnv:old 
IS ~orth White I tor~e Pike 
Lindenwold, :-.11 08021 

Ft:bnmy 10,2014 

Rc: Acceptance of Ordinance No. I 349 Ur .mting :-.luni~ip;d Consent !o 'iouth Jcr;ey Gas 
Comp.my to Furnish Gas for Lighl. Heal .tnd I'OI\Cf 

Oenr ~ls. Shannon: 

I ,un \\filing on behalf of South Jcr>cy U;!s Company ("SJU") to .td~isc that \\t: u:cciH~d 
a l"ully cxccllh.:d copy <Jf Ordinance 'lio_ I 349 (c11py ;tltachcd) granting mumcipdl con.~cnt lor SJG 
10 pruvide bas JnJ l~y its lll.tin> ;~nJ pipes in 1hc Borough of Lindenwold. Pur.•.J;tnl 10 the 
requirements n( N.J.S.A. ·18:3-16. SJG hereby· acccp(,; Ordinar.cc No. 1349, as ra~s.::d. 

\'cry truly :tOurs. 

4fo~:!(j~-~ 
~mr:rri!tlil:sjj~Jdu~tri_<;~;_._c,,m 

Enclosure 
~c: John St:mzio!a, Dirt:-:tor. Rq(lliatory ,\!lilirs 

'ihcrri V.1~u. Supt:r.is.Jr, Rc\CllUI.' .\nnly~t !'::nnil~ 
,\bbe) Ur~cnberg, Pllblic A!l"airs Sptci;tliol 
'\tacy A. \llih:hdl. E>q. 

: South Jal$ey ~lam Fotsom, Nuw ,e,~ey G8'J37 + liW'ov ~,<r<IU1'""' c~m 
[~I !';Q'.l!idl·S'X(l+ Fa• [.1)9.5!31.7130 o 1GO ;Jrrf \-l!OQ--5-17-SC.65 
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